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HEALTH SERVICES ACT — GOVERNANCE REVIEW — 
MENTAL HEALTH DIRECTORATE RECOMMENDATION 

628. Ms L. METTAM to the Minister for Mental Health: 

I refer to yesterday’s release of the Independent review of WA health system governance and the recommendation 
to create a new mental health directorate, which will shift a number of responsibilities, including strategic direction, 
system planning and commissioning, funding and performance management into the Department of Health. 

Does the minister support this; and, if so, what assurance can she give that mental health services will not be 
compromised or forced to compete for funding from a health sector under significant pressure? 

Ms A. SANDERSON replied: 

I am pleased to get a question on the mental health portfolio from the opposition spokesperson, because she has 
asked only one question about mental health in the time that I have been Minister for Mental Health. The last one 
was in February, eight months ago. I am pleased to get a question on mental health. 

We can never rely on the member for Vasse to actually do the reading, the research and the work to understand 
the issues. If she read the report, she would understand what the report was trying to say. Ultimately, it is an 
independent review. We will work through the recommendations and we will do that in a consultative way with 
stakeholders. But my record and my commitment to mental health speak for themselves, and stands with the 
stakeholders and the community. My commitment is to supporting the continuation of the incredible work of the 
Mental Health Commission in refocusing policy development that brings co-design, recovery and a patient-centred 
focus. That is my absolute commitment to the mental health sector and it is my commitment to the delivery of 
mental health services. Regardless of what the review says, or what changes may or may not happen now or in the 
future with the delivery of those services, the priority is the delivery of those services, the important reform of the 
infant, child and adolescent sector, and ensuring access to those services. 

If the member also read the budget papers, she would understand that the funding for mental health and health is 
quite separate. That funding gets followed through. Regardless of where it goes, the funding gets followed through. 
There just is not the capacity or the ability for the health department to spend money on something that it is not 
allocated to in the budget. There just is not the capacity for it to do that. The accountability and acquittal of those 
funds is rigorous under this government and transparent in the budget papers. 
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